
Miss Walczyk’s 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 
 

*Note: (YA) = Young Adult title for more mature readers 
 
As a guide for choosing, keep in mind that the 8th grade Lexile band is 1010L-1185L.  A Lexile measure helps to ensure 

students stay within their comfort zones while still challenging themselves when it comes to reading comprehension.   

 

 Students are to pick one book from the following list to read over the summer and complete a project over the 

book.  They will present these projects to their classmates when we return to school. 

 

Project: 

For their projects, students are to pick out five objects and put them into a *brown paper bag.  These objects must all 

represent aspects of the book, whether figuratively or literally.  There should be an object representing each of these five 

categories: 

1. Main Character- Pick an object that represents the main character in some way.  This could be an object that 

represents the character’s emotions, actions, physical description, etc.   

2. Setting- Pick an object that represents the setting of the story.  Some stories may have several different settings.  In 

that case, pick an object that represents at least one of them (be able to explain how that setting is represented by 

your object). 

3. Conflict- Pick an object that represents the main conflict presented at the beginning of the book, whether it’s an 

internal conflict (the main character having an inner struggle) or an external conflict (the main character having a 

struggle with outside forces). 

4. Rising Action- Pick an object that represents a rising action (something occurring in the book that propels the 

action and further adds to the conflict).  Don’t pick anything that comes after the climax (that would be a spoiler)!   

5. Figurative Meaning- Pick an object that figuratively represents some aspect of the book.  (For example, you may 

have a character in the book who wants to lose weight, so you bring in an elephant that would figuratively 

represent how that character views himself or herself.) 

During the presentation, these objects should be pulled out in the order of a plot diagram (for instance, the object that 

represents a rising action shouldn’t be pulled out before the object representing the setting).  A detailed explanation of why 

these objects were picked and how they represent each category is expected in order to receive full credit.  Be creative!  Try 

to pick objects you think other people reading the same book wouldn’t think of.  Extra credit will be awarded if all five 

objects are figurative (and still cover the first four categories).  All objects MUST be school appropriate.  

 

*Alternative Options to the Brown Paper Bag: tote bag, grocery bags (as long as items can’t be seen), box, etc. 

 

Balliet, Blue    Hold Fast          (F): 780L (288 pages) 
Where is Early's father?  He's not the kind of father who would disappear.  But he's gone...and he's left a whole lot of 
trouble behind.  As danger closes in, Early, her mom, and her brother have to flee their apartment. With nowhere 
else to go, they are forced to move into a city shelter. Once there, Early starts asking questions and looking for 
answers because her father hasn't disappeared without a trace. There are patterns and rhythms to what's happened, 
and Early might be the only one who can use them to track him down and make her way out of a very tough place. 

Boom, Corrie Ten  The Hiding Place                (NF): 900L (241pages) 
Corrie Ten Boom and her sister Betsie get sent to a concentration camp for helping Jews hide from Nazi persecution.  
This is her extraordinary story of becoming a heroine of the anti-Nazi underground.   
 
Curtis, Christopher Paul  The Watsons Go to Birmingham   (F): 1000L (224 pages) 
A wonderful middle-grade novel narrated by Kenny, 9, about his middle-class black family, the Weird Watsons of 
Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's 13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to be too much trouble, they head South to 
Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. And they happen to be in Birmingham when 
Grandma's church is blown up.  
 
 
 



DeFelice, Cynthia  Under the Same Sky    (F): 750L (215 pages) 
It was all about a motorbike.  To Joe Pedersen, it meant freedom and being cool.  He was sure that he could convince 
his father to buy it for his fourteenth birthday.  When his father refuses to purchase the bike for Joe, he offers an 
alternative: Joe can earn the money by joining the summer migrant workers on his family farm. 
 
Draper, Sharon   Tears of a Tiger     (F):  700L (180 pages) 
Andy Jackson was driving the car that crashed one night after a game, killing Robert Washington, his best friend and 
the captain of the Hazelwood High Tigers. It was late, and they'd been drinking, and now, months later, Andy can't 
stop blaming himself. As he turns away from family, friends, and even his girlfriend, he finds he's losing the most 
precious thing of all -- his ability to face the future. 
 
Duncan, Lois   Locked in Time     (F): 990L (210 pages) 
It doesn't occur to Nore to take the dream-warning seriously. Her new stepmother and stepbrother seem nice. But 
why does Nore feel so uneasy around them? Maybe she should have listened . . . 
 
Green, John   An Abundance of Katherines   (F): 890L (215 pages) 
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type happens to be girls named Katherine. And when it comes to 
girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. He's also a washed-up child 
prodigy with ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a passion for anagrams, and an overweight, Judge Judy-obsessed 
best friend. Colin's on a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which will predict the 
future of all relationships, transform him from a fading prodigy into a true genius, and finally win him the girl. 
Letting expectations go and allowing love in are at the heart of Colin's hilarious quest to find his missing piece and 
avenge dumpees everywhere. 
 
Green, Tim   Football Genius     (F): 800L (256 pages) 
Troy White has a phenomenal gift. He can predict football plays before they happen. Any position. Any player. Any 
team.  When Troy's single mom gets a job working in public relations for the Atlanta Falcons, Troy figures it's his 
chance to prove what he can do. But first he has to get to the Falcons—and with tight security and a notoriously 
mean coach, even his mom's field passes aren't much help.  Then Troy and his best friends devise a plan to get the 
attention of star linebacker Seth Halloway. With Seth's playing and Troy's genius, the Falcons could be 
unstoppable—if they'll only listen.  
 
Hopkinson, Deborah  The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London, the Blue Death, and a Boy Called Eel
 (F): 660L (226 pages) 
Eel has troubles of his own: As an orphan and a “mudlark”, he spends day after day in the filthy river Thames, 
searching for bits of things to sell.  He’s being hunted by Fisheye Bill Tyler, one of the nastiest men in London.  And 
he’s got a secret that costs him four precious shillings a week to keep safe.  But even for Eel, things aren’t so bad, 
until that fateful August day in 1854 when the Great Trouble begins.  The day the deadly cholera—the “blue 
death”—comes to Broad Street.  Everyone believes that cholera is spread through poisonous air.  But one man, Dr. 
John Snow, has a different theory.  As the epidemic surges, it’s up to Eel and his best friend, Florrie, to help the 
doctor prove it—before the entire neighborhood is wiped out… 
 
Key, Watt   Terror at Bottle Creek    (F): 650L (208 pages) 
When his dad disappears, thirteen-year-old Cort is caught in the battle against a Gulf Coast hurricane.  Cort’s father 
is a local expert on hunting and swamp lore in lower Alabama and has been teaching his son everything he knows.  
But when a deadly Category 3 storm makes landfall, Cort must unexpectedly put all his skills—and bravery—to the 
test.  One catastrophe seems to lead to another, leaving Cort and two neighbor girls to face the storm as best they 
can.  Amid miles of storm-thrashed wetlands filled with dangerous, desperate wild animals, it’s up to Cort to win—
or lose—the fight for their lives. 
 
Lupica, Mike   Travel Team     (F):  930L (274 pages) 
Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court, but no one has a bigger love of the game.  Or a better 
sense of how to hit the open player with the perfect pass.  Then the local travel team—the same travel team Danny’s 
dad, Richie Walker, led to the national championship on ESPN when he was a kid—cuts Danny because of his size.  
But Danny isn’t about to give up on basketball.  It turns out that he’s not the only kid who was cut for the wrong 
reasons.  Now Danny and his dad are about to give all the castoffs a second chance and prove that you can’t measure 
heart. 



Myers, Walter Dean  Autobiography of My Dead Brother  (F): 830L (224 pages) 
“The thing was that me and Rise were blood brothers, but sometimes I really didn’t know him…” 
And so Jesse fills his sketchbook with drawings and portraits of his blood brother, Rise, and his comic strip, Spodi 
Roti and Wise, as he makes sense of the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and loss in a neighborhood where drive-
bys, vicious gangs, and abusive cops are everyday realities. 
 
Norris, Shana    Troy High     (F):  720L (263 pages) 
Narrated by Cassie, a shy outsider who fears that an epic high school rivalry is about to go up in flames, the story 
follows the Trojans and Spartans as they declare war on the football field. After the beautiful Elena–who used to be 
the captain of the Spartan cheerleaders–transfers to Troy High and falls madly in love with Cassie’s brother Perry, 
the Spartans vow that the annual homecoming game will never be forgotten. 
 
Okada, John   No-No Boy     (F): 900L (264 pages) 
No-No Boy tells the story of Ichiro Yamada, a 25-year-old man whose parents came to the United States from Japan 
before his birth. Like many Japanese-Americans, Ichiro and his family were sent to a “relocation camp” far away 
from their home early in World War II. Although they had done nothing wrong, they were treated like criminals. 
After two years, Ichiro was offered the opportunity to join the American military. Some young Japanese-American 
men fought in the war, often to try to prove they were true Americans. Ichiro’s mother was an old-fashioned woman 
who felt 100% Japanese and tried to raise her sons to feel that way as well. Ichiro refused to join the army, and was 
sent to prison for two years. The book begins on the day he comes home to Seattle at the end of the war. 
 
Patterson, James   Witch & Wizard     (F):  710L (314 pages) 
This is the astonishing testimonial of Wisty and Whit Allgood, a sister and brother who were torn from their family 
in the middle of the night, slammed into prison, and accused of being a witch and a wizard. Thousands of young 
people have been kidnapped; some have been accused; many others remain missing. Their fate is unknown, and the 
worst is feared—for the ruling regime will stop at nothing to suppress life and liberty, music and books, art and 
magic...and the pursuit of being a normal teenager. (Book 1 of the Witch & Wizard series) 
 
Pelzer, Dave   A Child Called It (YA)    (NF): 850L (184 pages) 
This is the true story of one of the most severe cases of child abuse in California history.  Dave Pelzer’s life started off 
normal, but something changed inside his mother, causing her to turn on him.  He was no longer referred to as a 
human, but an “it”.  This is Dave’s story of survival. 
 
Perera, Anna   Guantanamo Boy    (F): 900L (288 pages) 
Innocent until proven guilty?  Not here you're not. Robbed of his childhood, this is one boy's fictional experience of 
the supposed war on terror. Khalid, a fifteen-year-old Muslim boy from England, is abducted from Pakistan while on 
holiday with his family. He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without charge, where his hopes and dreams are 
crushed under the cruelest of circumstances. An innocent denied his freedom at a time when most boys are finding 
theirs, Khalid tries and fails to understand what's happening to him. 
 
Philbrick, Rodman  Freak the Mighty     (F):  1000L (160 pages) 
This is the story of an unlikely friendship between Freak (Kevin) and Max, two eighth grade students who appear to 
have nothing in common.  Freak has a little body but a big brain; Max has a body that seems to be growing faster 
than his mind.  Together they form Freak the Mighty. 
 
Ryan, Carrie   The Forest of Hands and Teeth   (F): 900L (308 pages) 
In Mary's world there are simple truths. The Sisterhood always knows best. The Guardians will protect and serve. 
The Unconsecrated will never relent. And you must always mind the fence that surrounds the village; the fence that 
protects the village from the Forest of Hands and Teeth. But, slowly, Mary’s truths are failing her. She’s learning 
things she never wanted to know about the Sisterhood and its secrets, and the Guardians and their power, and about 
the Unconsecrated and their relentlessness. When the fence is breached and her world is thrown into chaos, she 
must choose between her village and her future—between the one she loves and the one who loves her. And she 
must face the truth about the Forest of Hands and Teeth. Could there be life outside a world surrounded in so much 
death? 
 
 
 



Scott, Elizabeth   Living Dead Girl (YA)    (F): 870L (170 pages) 
When Alice was ten, Ray took her away from her family, her friends -- her life. She learned to give up all power, to 
endure all pain. She waited for the nightmare to be over.  Now Alice is fifteen and Ray still has her, but he speaks 
more and more of her death. He does not know it is what she longs for. She does not know he has something more 
terrifying than death in mind for her.  This is Alice's story. It is one you have never heard, and one you will never, 
ever forget. 
 
Shulman, Polly   The Grimm Legacy    (F): 600L (325 pages) 
Elizabeth has a new job at an unusual library-a lending library of objects, not books. In a secret room in the 
basement lies the Grimm Collection. That's where the librarians lock away powerful items straight out of the 
Brothers Grimm fairy tales: seven-league boots, a table that produces a feast at the blink of an eye, Snow White's 
stepmother's sinister mirror that talks in riddles. When the magical objects start to disappear, Elizabeth embarks on 
a dangerous quest to catch the thief before she can be accused of the crime-or captured by the thief. 
 
Smith, Alexander Gordon Lockdown: Escape from Furnace (YA)  (F):  1010L (304 pages) 
Furnace Penitentiary:  the world’s most secure prison for young offenders, buried a mile beneath the Earth’s surface.  
A place of pure evil with walls soaked in blood.  Murderous gangs and vicious guards rule the darkness.  Horrific 
creatures steal people away in the dead of night.  And the impossible —escape— is the only hope. 
 
Wolf, Joan M.   Someone Named Eva    (F): 820L (200 pages) 
“Remember who you are, Milada.” 
Milada’s grandmother says these words on the night the Nazi soldiers come to their home in Czechoslovakia.  But 
what do they mean?  She is Milada, who lives with her mama and papa, her brother and sister, and her beloved 
Babichka.  Milada with the sun-kissed hair, eleven years old, fastest runner in her school.  How could she ever 
forget?  Then the Nazis send Milada to a Lebensborn center in Poland, and Milada quickly discovers that holding on 
to her true identity will be the greatest struggle of her young life. 
 
 
 
**My favorite places to buy cheap books are www.thriftbooks.com (free shipping on orders over $10!) and McKay 
Used Bookstore in Nashville. 


